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Winter usually means a lull in 
the fighting here. Taliban fighters 
blend back into their villages, 
where it’s warm, and U.S. forces 
hunker down through the holi- 
days. 

But for the first time in 16 years, 
the cold has not slowed the war in 
the air. U.S. and Afghan forces 
conducted 455 airstrikes in De- 
cember, an average of 15 a day, 
compared with just 65 the year 
before. Even in December 2012, 
when there were nearly 100,000 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan, barely 
200 strikes took place. 

All told, 2,000 airstrikes were 
carried out between August and 
December of last year, nearly as 
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An F-16 Fighting Falcon, seen from a KC-135 Stratotanker that is refueling it, flies over Afghanistan in November. 


No rest for U.S. 


air blitz in 


Afghanistan 


War’s usual winter lull gives way to 
major spike in attacks on Taliban 
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many as in all of 2015 and 2016 
combined. 

The huge spike in airstrikes is 
the product of new rules of en- 
gagement, adopted as part of a 
strategy that President Trump an- 
nounced in August. U.S. forces can 
now strike Taliban targets at will, 
whereas under the Obama admin- 
istration they were restricted to 
defending Afghan forces under 
imminent attack. As more than a 
half-dozen U.S. military officers 
put it, “The gloves are off.” 

The blitz is set to intensify as 
U.S. military operations draw 
down in Iraq and Syria and assets 
such as jets, field advisers and 
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At Ballou. 
chronically 
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More than 1 of every 10 stu- 
dents receiving a diploma from a 
D.C. public high school last year 
missed most of the academic year, 
according to an investigation re- 
leased Tuesday that casts a shad- 
ow on a district that has trumpet- 
ed improvements in graduation 
rates. 

The report, commissioned by 
the Office of the State Superinten- 
dent of Education, portrays a 
school system riddled by student 
absenteeism and teachers who 
feel pressured to push chronically 
absent high school seniors across 
the graduation stage regardless of 
whether they earned their diplo- 
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Kiavash Asghari measures Bobby Bartlett for a new suit last week at Indochino in McLean, Va. 
A new generation of clothing stores is gathering dozens of data points for each customer. 


ihe New currency of body measurements 


The review saved some of its 
sharpest criticism for Ballou High 
School, which has been engulfed 
in controversy amid a graduation 
scandal. The report found that 
the school’s administrators told 
teachers that a high percentage of 
their students were expected to 
pass and encouraged them to pro- 
vide makeup work and extra cred- 
it to students, no matter how 
much school they missed. Teach- 
ers received little training in a 
new grading system, and their 
annual performance reviews 
hinged in small part on their 
success in graduating students. 

BALLOU CONTINUED ON A12 


The first step for a shopper 
buying a suit at the fast- 
growing menswear retailer In- 
dochino is sharing his personal 
information: 
armed with an iPad measures 
nearly everything on his body, 
from the distance between his 
belly button and rear to the 
circumference of his knees. 

The next step is getting a 
customized, made-to-measure 
suit delivered to his home 
within a few weeks. But his 
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For clothing industry, 
size data is becoming 
a booming business 


A salesperson 


ments 


tories. 


body data lives on: Company 
executives are hoping to build 
a “master data model” that 
would connect his measure- 


with his advertising, 


shopping and spending his- 


Clothing companies now see 


body measurements as one of 
their most prized currencies, 
and millions of Americans are 
increasingly offering up their 
innermost personal data in 
search of customized pieces or 
a better fit. 

Companies such as Indochi- 
no, Wantable and Stitch Fix, 
the latter of which counted 
nearly $1 billion in sales last 
year, gather dozens of data 
points on each customer, in- 
cluding weight, jobs and past 
pregnancies. They are being 
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TRUMP’S REMARK 
RAISES TENSION 


DHS secretary fans 
drama with testimony 
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A burst of public acrimony 
across Capitol Hill on Tuesday 
exposed how much negotiations 
on immigration and border secu- 
rity have been set back since 
President Trump’s use of a vulgar 
expression during a meeting on 
the issue. 

Under intense questioning 
from both Republicans and Dem- 
ocrats on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Homeland Security 
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen con- 
firmed that the president had 
used “tough language” in the 
meeting Thursday. 

At the same hearing, Sen. 
Lindsey O. Graham (R-S.C.), who 
had joined Sen. Richard J. 
Durbin (D-Ill) at the meeting in 
trying to persuade Trump to sign 
on to their bipartisan immigra- 
tion proposal, said the negotia- 
tions had turned into a “s- 
--show.” 

And Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.), 
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DHS Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen 
was questioned by Sen. Richard 
J. Durbin (D-IIl.) about the 
president’s language in a recent 
meeting on immigration. 


a conservative ally of Trump’s, 
dismissed the bipartisan pact as 
“a mass amnesty bill” and said 
“what they proposed was a joke.” 
Behind the drama, a Friday 
HEARING CONTINUED ON A4 


‘Rare step’: Justice Department to 
ask high court for DACA ruling. A4 


Clash on the Hill: Fears of a 
shutdown are rising. A6 


Bannon subpoenaed by 
Mueller, House panel 


Ex-strategist for Trump 
is first top aide known 
to be called to grand jury 


BY KAROUN DEMIBJIAN, 
CAROL D. LEONNIG 
AND ROSALIND S. 
HELDERMAN 


Special counsel Robert S. Muel- 
ler III’s office has subpoenaed for- 
mer White House chief strategist 
Stephen K. Bannon to appear be- 
fore a grand jury, a move that 
indicates his broad investigation 
into Russia’s interference in the 
2016 campaign is far from wrap- 
ping up. 


The subpoena was issued last 
week, according to a person famil- 
iar with the situation, who said 
that Bannon expects to be able to 
persuade the special counsel’s of- 
fice to accept a voluntary inter- 
view of Bannon by prosecutors in 
place of a grand jury appearance. 

The news of Mueller’s action, 
which was first reported by the 
New York Times, came on the 
same day that the House Intelli- 
gence Committee issued a subpoe- 
na to Bannon for refusing to an- 
swer a range of questions from 
investigators during a combative 
closed-door interview, frustrating 
members of both parties who are 
probing the Trump campaign’s al- 
leged Russia ties. 

“Only Steve Bannon could unite 

BANNON CONTINUED ON A4 


Doctor: Trump in excellent overall health 


President Trump, 71, is 6-foot-3 and weighs 239 pounds, according to Navy 
Rear Adm. Ronny L. Jackson, the White House physician. Jackson conducted 
Trump’s first formal medical exam since taking office. Story, A7 
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Sources: Physician to the president, general guidelines by Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, American Heart Association, Mayo Clinic 
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The island life On tiny Barbuda, struggling to 
recover from Hurricane Irma, residents feel 
an unwelcome pull toward modernity. A8 


Frustration boils over Three-quarters of the 
National Park System Advisory Board quit. A2 


THE NATION 

Paul Manafort and his 
former business partner 
probably won't face trial 
until September, a judge 
indicated. A2 

Sheriff’s deputies de- 
scribed as “horrific” the 
conditions in which 13 
siblings were found liv- 
ing in California. A3 

An ex-CIA officer was 
arrested and accused of 
keeping notebooks filled 
with information about 
undercover agents. A7 
An immigrant teen in 
government custody, 
seeking an abortion, was 


released from a federally 


funded shelter. A11 

Five Navy officers in- 
volved in two ship colli- 
sions last year that led to 
17 sailors’ deaths will 
face a variety of criminal 
charges, the service an- 
nounced. A13 


THE WORLD 

France’s president 
pushed back against 
criticism from allies 
over his policies toward 
migrants. A9 


Rodents may have been 
unfairly maligned for 
their role in spreading 
bubonic plague, accord- 
ing to a study. A11 


THE ECONOMY 
The U.S. Chamber of 


down 10 points. A18 
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Commerce is advocating | THE REGION 

an increase in the feder- The bipartisan spirit 
al gasoline tax for the espoused by Gov. Ralph 
first time since 1993 to Northam appeared in 
fund infrastructure. A13 jeopardy just days after 


One of the world’s 
most influential money 
managers told global 
CEOs that they need to 
focus on their compa- 
nies’ social impacts. A14 
Computer models sur- 
passed humans for the 
first time in a reading- 
comprehension test, but 
the technology still has a 
ways to go. A16 

The Dow Jones indus- 
trial average roared past 
26,000, only to give 
back its gains and end 


his inauguration. B1 
Nurses said births con- 
tinue in the emergency 
unit of D.C.’s only public 
hospital, where regula- 
tors closed the obstetrics 
unit last year. B1 
Metro’s Red Line de- 
railment showed there 
are still vulnerabilities 
in its radio systems and 
disaster response. B1 

A D.C. man was found 
guilty of raping a wom- 
an ona Red Line train 
in 2016. B1 
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How to top a stew 
Fluffy dumplings can 
make that dish special. EL 
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‘Woke,’ or not? 

Aziz Ansari’s flap shows a 
disturbing disconnect. C1 
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